
What is meant by a “Modification” in PSD? 
 
If there is a physical change (i.e., adding a new piece of equipment) or a change in the method of 
operation at a major source then it could be considered a modification if the emissions increase is 
greater than the following limits: 
 
Carbon monoxide: 100 tons per year (tpy)  
Nitrogen oxides: 40 tpy 
Sulfur dioxide: 40 tpy 
Particulate matter: 

25 tpy of particulate matter emissions;  
15 tpy of PM10 emissions  

Ozone: 40 tpy of volatile organic compounds 
Lead: 0.6 tpy 
Fluorides: 3 tpy 
Sulfuric acid mist: 7 tpy 
Hydrogen sulfide (H2S): 10 tpy 
Total reduced sulfur (including H2S): 10 tpy 
Reduced sulfur compounds (including H2S): 10 tpy 
Municipal waste combustor organics (measured as total tetra- through octa-chlorinated dibenzo-

p-dioxins and dibenzofurans): 3.2 x 10-6 megagrams per year (3.5 x 10-6 tons per year).  
Municipal waste combustor metals (measured as particulate matter): 14 megagrams per 
year (15 tons per year) 

Municipal waste combustor acid gases (measured as sulfur dioxide and hydrogen chloride): 
36 megagrams per year (40 tons per year) 

Municipal solid waste landfills emissions (measured as nonmethane organic compounds): 
45 megagrams per year (50 tons per year) 

 


